
7th November 2021  

Prayer 

How often do we complain that members of 

our family are ‘not really listening to us’?  Do 

we actually mean that they are not taking in 

our words, properly understanding what we 

mean and acting on them?  Do we get 

frustrated if people appear to be listening, but 

we can tell that really they have switched off 

and are considering another vital matter 

silently in their heads?  On Sundays, we are 

currently around half way through a preaching 

series looking at prayer.  It has been really 

interesting and helpful as different preachers 

have looked at different types of prayers that 

we encounter in the Bible.  
 

For centuries, Jews have recited the Shema as 

part of their daily prayer life: 

 

‘Hear, O Israel:  the Lord our God, the Lord is 

one.  Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength.’ (Deuteronomy 6:4,5) 
 

The name Shema comes from the Hebrew word 

 which is glossed  (’pronounced ‘shema)    ְשַמע

as ‘hear’, ‘listen’, ‘obey’.  The use of the word in 

the Old Testament implies much more than 

merely having an awareness of words being 

spoken.  To hear something in Hebrew usually 

means to act in some way as well.  For example, 

in Genesis 26, we read that Leah was not loved 

by Jacob.  When the Lord first sees her and 

secondly hears her, he blesses her with children 

that Rachel (who is loved by Jacob) does not 

have.  As she gives birth to her second child 

Leah says, ‘“Because the Lord heard (shema) 

that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.”  

So she named him Simeon.’ (Gen 26:33)  The 

name ‘Simeon’ uses the same root as ‘shema’ 

and means ‘heard’ in Hebrew.  The implication 

is that the Lord not only heard Leah’s cries but 

that he acted too.  
 

Later in the Old Testament, the prophets 

warned the people that they had ears but were 

not hearing (Jeremiah 5:21, Ezekiel 12:2).  

There were severe consequences for the 

people who did not hear and then act to 

change their ways.  Often the Lord turned the 

people over to their enemies or to the idol 

worship they so desired (Jeremiah 25 is not an 

easy read…).  
 

As we come to the Lord in prayer, let us use the 

Shema to help us love the Lord with our very 

beings.  As a part of our bodies that he has 

lovingly created, let us love him with our ears.  

Let us really hear what he has to say to us and 

then have the courage to act in the way that he 

instructs.  Then perhaps we might become 

better at ‘hearing’ others too. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Jenny 

‘Those who live at the 

ends of the earth stand in 

awe of your wonders.  

From where the sun rises 

to where it sets, you 

inspire shouts of joy.’ 

Psalm 65:8 

 PRAYER POINTERS 

Thank the Lord for the 

opportunity to connect with 

people in our community 

through Coffee Club.  Pray 

that the Holy Spirit will be at 

work.  Pray too for Steve and 

Linden as they take the lead 

in making all feel welcome. 

Christ is intimately connected 

with creation ‘for in him all 

things were created’ (Col 

1:16).  Pray for cooperation 

and wise, brave decisions at 

international level; and also 

that as individuals we will act 

responsibly. 

Thank God for the links we 

have with Caterpillar Pre-

School and our local primary 

school.  Please pray for 

openings at Claverham and 

Battle Abbey School.  Pray for 

our young people as they 

stand out from the crowd. 

Coffee Club COP 26 Local Schools 

‘Let every created thing 

give praise to the Lord, for 

he issued his command, 

and they came into being. 
 

  Psalm 148:5,6 

 ‘Hear the word of the Lord, 

you Israelites, because the 

Lord has a charge to bring 

against you who live in the 

land:  “There is no 

faithfulness, no love, no 

acknowledgment of God in 

the land…  Because of this 

the land mourns, and all 

who live in it fade away; 

the beasts of the field and 

the birds of the air and the 

fish of the sea are dying.”’ 
 

Hosea 4:1,3 
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NEWSLETTER 
7th November 2021 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Prayer Meeting:  This month’s prayer 
meeting will be held tomorrow (8th Nov) 
at the Chapel from 7.30pm - 9pm 
 

Church Meeting:  The next church meeting 
will take place on Wednesday 17th 
November at 7.30pm.  During the evening, 
members will have the opportunity to 
consider whether or not to vote in support 
of those who have been nominated for 
particular roles on the diaconate. 
 

Renew Wellbeing:  Training is being 
offered for those interested in becoming 
hosts for our Renew 1066 space on 
Monday 15th November from 7-9pm via 
Zoom.  Participants from a range of Renew 
hubs will be joining the session.  Please get 
in touch with Emma if you would like any 
further information. 
 

Men’s breakfast:  Andy Dyer will be 
speaking at the next Men’s breakfast at 
The Chequers Inn on 11th December (meet 
at 9am).  Contact Rob Hamilton to book a 
place.  Cost:  £8.95 

The Foodbank (now based in St Mary’s 
church hall) would particularly welcome 
donations of tinned hot and cold meat; 
squash; sponge puddings; UHT milk and 
Jam. 

 
 

 
News from Nazareth Evangelical College, 
Israel 
We did not expect our student body to 
grow the way it has over the last couple of 
years, especially during the pandemic.  As 
our college has grown so has the financial 
need, and we are thankful that God 
enabled us to participate in Giving Tuesday 
over the past couple of years.  Many of you 
helped us to meet some ambitious goals. 
In 2019 we raised $25,000, and in 2020 we 
raised $50,000 in scholarships!  Seeing 
how God has used this day to bless the 
ministry of Nazareth Evangelical College 
has filled our hearts with thanksgiving. 

Church maintenance issues:  

zionpremisesteam@gmail.com 

Sunday 7th November 

⚫ 10am  Worship Gathering at the Chapel followed by 

refreshments in the Manna House 
 

Monday 8th November  

⚫ 9.30am  Prayer Meeting 

⚫ 9 - 11am  Caterpillar Toddlers  

⚫ 3.30 - 5pm  Chosta for years 7 –13.   

⚫ 7.30 - 9pm  Prayer Meeting in the Chapel 
 

Tuesday 9th November  

⚫ 10 - 11am  Walking Football  at the Rec   

⚫ 2pm  Tuesday Fellowship  Speaker:  Keith Barnes 
 

Wednesday 10th November 

⚫ 10am - 12 noon  Renew 1066 in the Manna House 

⚫ 6.30pm  BTFC Runners meet at the Chapel  
 

Thursday 11th November 

⚫ 9.30am  Prayer Meeting 

⚫ 3.15 - 5pm  After School Club for KS2 children 
 

Friday 12th November 

⚫ 7.30 - 8.15am  Early Morning Prayers in the Youth Room 

followed by do-it-yourself breakfast. 

⚫ 10.30am - 12 noon  Coffee Club in the Youth Room 

⚫ 7 - 9pm  BBC Youth  
 

Sunday 14th November - Remembrance Sunday 

⚫ 10am  Worship Gathering at the Chapel followed by 

refreshments in the Manna House 

WORLD          VIEW 

       What’s on this week… 
Caterpillar Pre-School is open Monday - Friday this week.. 


