
4th April 2021 - Easter Sunday 

 
PRAYER POINTERS 

Manager Georgia Dowling 

returns from extended 

maternity leave after Easter.  

Pray for her, for Jo Garlick and 

the rest of the team as they 

work with a challenging cohort 

of pre-schoolers.  For health, 

good humour and energy. 

Human Rights 

‘Let the oppressed go free, and 

remove the chains that bind 

people.’ (Isa 59:6b)  Pray for 

countries where political and 

civil liberties are particularly 

strained:  China / Hong Kong; 

Russia; Burma; Iran; Saudi 

Arabia; North Korea. 

Caterpillar Pre-School COVID-19 

As our European neighbours 

battle against their third wave 

of infections, pray for efficient 

and equitable vaccination roll

-outs.  Pray for scientists as 

they work on modifying 

vaccinations in the face of 

new strains of the virus. 

Happy Easter! 
 
There is something I find most reassuring - as we 
find ourselves living through a time of immense 
change and much uncertainty - in the events of 
Holy Week and the moments that came together 
to paint the picture that we know as Easter 
Weekend.  The last twelve months have 
reminded us once again of our frailty and the 
fragility of life.  The reality that we can’t control 
everything and we do not know for sure how our 
days and weeks and times ahead will play out. 
 
When it comes to Jesus, His mission, His purpose 
and what he came to do, there is a certainty, a 
steadfastness, a reliability - a truth!  One that 
has not and will never change.  It is one of those 
times, when the hindsight we have is something 
truly wonderful, enabling us to revel in the gift 
that is at the heart of this season. 
 
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance.” (John 20:1) 
 
I believe it’s fair to assume, Mary would not have 
been expecting that at all.  What a crazy 
moment.  Was she dreaming?  The early 
morning playing tricks on her mind and her 
eyes?  Without doubt, a mix of emotions, 
feelings and questions must have been surging 
through her. 
 
At that moment, in the garden, it was just her.  
Arriving in the stillness and quietness of the early 
morning.  Not anticipating the sight that would 
meet her eyes or the life-changing, world 
shaping transforming hope that would come 

from that empty tomb. 
 
Little did she know, that she was stepping onto a 
stage that would be seen the world over, shared 
and communicated for years to come, time and 
time again.  What is more, I imagine she had no 
idea what the day before her was to hold - the 
celebration that lay ahead! 
 
May we take reassurance from, the fact that we 
know the way the story played out. 
 
Yet at the same time, may we seek to breathe in 
afresh the ‘early morning air’.  Take a moment to 
pause and to remember the ultimate and willing 
sacrifice of Jesus gave for us all.  Ask that God 
would remind us of just how awesome the 
unfolding revelation on that first Easter Day truly 
was.  May we receive the love, grace, peace that 
Jesus offers us because of his sacrifice and know 
his desire for us to walk on through life following 
in his path. 
 
And may we seek to do as Mary did, share it with 
the world, wherever Jesus leads us: 
 
“Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the 
news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them 
that he had said these things to her.” (John 
20:18) 
 
Happy Resurrection Day! 
 
 
Ed Jones  

‘Praise be to the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ!  In his great mercy 

he has given us new birth 

into a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that 

can never perish, spoil or 

fade.’ 

1 Peter 1:3,4 

‘The stone that the 

builders rejected has 

now become the 

cornerstone.  This is 

the Lord’s doing, and it 

is wonderful to see.’ 

 Psalm 118:22 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Baptist Union Presidency ‘22/’23:  Thank 
you to those members who played a part 
in this.  The candidate with the most 
support was Beth Powney, and so BBC’s 
two votes were cast for her. 
 

Marjorie Hardman:  Melvyn Nolan will be 
leading Marjorie’s funeral at the chapel on 
Wednesday 7th April at 11.30am.  Marjorie 
was well known to those attending 
Tuesday Fellowship, Friday Lunch Club and 
Holiday at Home. 
 

Quiz Night, 16th April 7.30pm:  Join Ted 
for another fun quiz.  Email Caroline at 
battlebaptistyouth@gmail.com to register 
your team and get the Zoom codes. 
 

Ordinary Church Meeting, Thurs 22nd 
April, from 7.30pm:  This will take place 
via Zoom. 
 

Prayer Meeting, 29th April 7.30pm - 9pm:   
You are invited to join together online via 
Zoom for a time of prayer.  Ed will talk 
about this more at the forthcoming church 

meeting. 
 

Catching up?  Go to the BBC YouTube 
channel to find sermons, broadcasts, 
testimonies and more. 
 

Digging deeper?  Find materials for further 
study under the ‘For Further Fought…’ tab 
on the church website. 
 

The organisation Christian Concern, which 
is currently supported by BBC, has 
produced its first magazine, ‘The 
Ambassador’.  Please contact the office if 
you would like to read it. 
 

Pastoral Support:  Ed is on holiday next 
week.  If you need pastoral support during 
this time, please get in touch with one of 
the elders in the first instance. 
 

Staff Team:  Jo is on holiday next week and 
the church office will be closed.  In an 
emergency, please call Tim on 07906 
199767 in the first instance. 
 

 

Church maintenance issues:  

zionpremisesteam@gmail.com 

WORLD          VIEW 
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‘But our great High Priest offered himself to God as a  

single sacrifice for sins, good for all time.  Then he sat down  

in the place of honour at God’s right hand.’ 

Hebrews 10:12 

 

Praying for the Persecuted 

In recent newsletters we have been highlighting the 
persecution many followers of Jesus are facing in some of the 
most difficult nations on this planet.   A few Christian 
organisations are focussed on their needs - to provide much 
needed Aid, to engage in Advocacy, or to assist in the Advance 
of the kingdom of God. There is an agency that I serve as a 
trustee for called 3P Ministries - which stands for Prayer, the 
Planting of churches in areas of Persecution.   It is also part of 
the Global Church Planting Network. 
 
We have a small dedicated team of trainers and facilitators 
drawn from different nations, and some amazingly brave 
partners in each of the nations in which we work in northern 
Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia.   Up until a year ago, 
this team made approximately 30 field visits each year.  But 
since lockdown, everything has been done online.  Several of 

our on-field partners have survived catching COVID, many 
have used the situation to reach out with aid and plant more 
churches, and from many we have heard some amazing stories 
of courage, faith, divine intervention and spiritual growth 
amidst the ongoing challenges.   
 
Through it all there has been ongoing prayer.   And this is 
where you might like to come in!   On 3rd Friday of each 
month, we have a Prayer gathering.   Originally this was held 
physically at Ashburnham Place with a few hardy locals, but 
now is online, with participation from many parts of the 
country and from overseas (Mark Hirst is now one of the 3P 
Team and a regular participant).   We call it 3rd Friday Prayer 
and it runs from 10.30am to around 12.30 pm each time.   We 
are exploring having connections with some of our on-field 
partners as well.   If you would like to be part of this from time 
to time, do give me a call on 07885 600903 or drop me an 
email at brian@interprayer.com. 
 
Brian Mills 
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