
Everyday moments of prayer 
 

This past Wednesday, I spent from just after 8am 
until around 9.20am praying... whilst standing in 
the middle of the road.  
 

To be clear I would not advocate this as a ‘go to’ 
location where prayer is concerned, but it 
reminded me of the vast opportunities before 
every single one us in our everyday lives.  
 

Let me explain.  Due to the current staggered drop 
off times for the children at Battle and Langton 
Primary School, they now arrive at intervals from 
8.20am onwards, over the course of an hour.  
Practically this requires them lining up along the 
pavement of Market Road. If you know the 
location, by the recycling bins there is a great 
turning area.  The norm is for many cars swing in 
and ‘land’ here, rather than park up in one of the 
parking bays.  Usually this isn’t a massive problem, 
but at present, things are different. 
 

So on Wednesday morning in my role as a school 
governor, I found myself - hi-vis jacket in place - 
standing in the middle of the road, attempting to 
look as friendly as possible whilst seeking to divert 
the traffic round to the left and in to the actual 
bays, rather than pulling in and turning right next 
to where the children are currently lining up.   
 

Now, having stood there for about 10 minutes, 
having already diverted a few drivers, waved and 
smiled at the majority who it appeared had 
already got the message, I suddenly realised the 
opportunity before me.  It occurred to me that I 
was literally going to see almost the entire school 
arrive.  
 

So I began to pray. 
 

It’s probably no surprise that the majority of the 
children and their parents were faces of those I 
had no idea who they were.  I was able to say hello 
and greet a number, some by name.  Many I 
recognised, but I didn’t know them - or their 
situation.  That didn’t stop me praying God’s 
blessing over them, along with peace, joy, strength 
and whatever they needed at that point.  I prayed 
for a number of parents too – all the while trusting 
that God would hear and that He was on the job.  
 

This isn’t going to a regular feature of my week:  I 
may never do it again - my career as a Lollipop 
Man over before it ever really began.  But it was 
an opportunity before me, that I took.  Now I’m 
fully aware of Jesus’ teaching on prayer in 
Matthew 6: 5 where he teaches, “And when you 
pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others.”  To be clear, I wasn’t 
praying out loud (!) - I share this to encourage you, 
but also to challenge myself.  Do I take hold of and 
make the most of such everyday moments of 
prayer in my life?  I certainly want prayer to grow 
within the natural rhythm of my life. 
 

What is more I’m pretty sure every one of us will 
have such moments.  Stuck in traffic; at the 
supermarket queue; waiting for the bank to open; 
in line to fill our car with fuel; on our lunch break; 
as we commute home; as we simply walk down 
our street or down a country path…  The 
opportunities and the possibilities are endless.  We 
just need to take them.  
 
Be blessed 
 
 
Ed Jones  

4th October 2020  

 

 PRAYER POINTERS 

Please be praying for the 

staff team as they make 

preparations for these 

gatherings.  And for those 

who attend:  that it will be a 

time of spiritual refreshment 

and genuine fellowship. 

Israel (population 9m) has 

the world’s highest COVID-

19 infection rate per capita, 

with 8,000 new cases per 

day last week in spite of the 

second lockdown.  Please 

see over for specific impact 

on RCO Ministries. 

COVID-19 Midweek Gatherings 

Please pray for all the areas 

in the UK where enhanced 

restrictions are in place.  

For those who are isolated 

once again; for students 

new to the area; for those 

at risk of redundancy; for 

those who are ill. 

The Holy Land  



Battle Baptist Church is part of Life with Hope 

Trust; registered charity 1134288, Mount Street, 

Battle,  

East Sussex TN33 0EG. 

• Website: www.battlebaptistchurch.org.uk  

• Telephone and answerphone                     

(01424) 774825 • Email: 

office@battlebaptistchurch.org.uk  

• Caterpillar Preschool direct telephone line: 

(01424) 774997.  
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
News from RCO Ministries:  Covid-19 cases 
are out of control in Israel, and the country is 
in lockdown until 9th October.  Michael 
Kakish writes:  ‘Unfortunately, the virus has 
hit close to home now, both in Ramallah and 
Ramla but thank God everyone is doing well.  
A few people have struggles with some 
symptoms that have lingered.  A special 
prayer request would be for pastor Victor 
who helps in the ministry in Ramla.  He’s 
currently in the intensive care unit as he had 
a lung infection as well as Coronavirus at the 
same time.  His situation is very unstable 
now but we’re trusting the Lord.’  Please 
continue to pray for the Kakishes and their 
ministry. 
 

Prayer Room:  Please do feel free to come 
and use the Prayer Room - it is set up for 
socially distanced praying!  Please phone 
ahead to let us know that you plan to come 
in so that we can keep track of numbers. 
 

Foodbank:  This week the Foodbank urgently 

needs tinned potatoes, instant mash and 
tinned dog food.  And donations of any other 
items on the usual list would be most 
welcome!  Please continue to pray for clients 
using the Foodbank - and for those who are 
in need but perhaps don’t feel able to come 
along. 
 

Battle Town Football Club - Prayer Pointers:  
a)  Pray that BTFC will find a way to manage 
the growing number of new players 
contacting the club (only 28 places are 
available at training);  
b) Pray that managers will be given wisdom 
and understanding as they make their 
selection decisions. 
 

BTFC Chaplaincy:  please be praying for Ed 
who has his induction training as a football 
chaplain on 5th, 7th, and 12th October. 
 

A reminder that BBC is COVID-19 secure:  
measures are in place on site which mean 
that the buildings can be used safely by small 
groups, with the agreement of Leadership.  

Church maintenance issues:  

zionpremisesteam@gmail.com 

Children in years 3-6:  Join Tim for a Zoom chat after the 
morning broadcast on Sundays. 
Meeting ID: 886 0693 4061 
Passcode: 968150 
 

Families with young children:  Much fun was had at the 
Harvest Service last Sunday!  Thanks to all those who came 
along.  Our next family service will be on Sunday 25th 
October at 4pm.  Please contact Tim on 07906 199767 or via 
battlebaptistyouth@gmail.com if you would like to join us. 
 

Chosta:  Meet in the Youth Room on Mondays from 3.45pm - 
5.15pm for discussion and cheesy chips. 
 

Walking Football:  10am at the Rec each Tuesday.  COVID-19 
secure activities are in place. 
 

Midweek Gatherings - Thursday 8th, 15th and 22nd 
October, 2pm - 2.45pm:  Join us for a time of prayer and 

reflection together in the presence of God.  Primarily for 
people who are offline or who are otherwise feeling isolated, 
but open to all.  Numbers will be restricted so that social 
distancing can be maintained:  please phone the office 
(774825) if you would be interested in attending.   
 

Young People in years 7-13:  Keep an eye on Instagram to 
see what’s happening on Fridays. 
 

Meetings taking place this month 
 

Tuesday 6th October, 10.30am:  Elders’ business meeting in 
the Prayer Room 
 

Monday 12th October, 10.30am:  Elders’ prayer meeting 
(venue tbc) 

Men’s Events 

The next walks will take 

place on 14th and 28th 

November.  Lunch to 

follow.  Contact Rob 

Hamilton to book a place 

(Tel:  719057) 

Pray for... 

Our witness to our local 

community:  how best can 

we show and share the 

love of Jesus in these times 

of limited social contact? 

Prayer  
meetings 

The staff team meet to 

pray for the work of the 

church on Mondays and 

Thursdays at 0930.  Do join 

us if you would like to! 

What’s happening in October… 

Caterpillar Pre-School is open Monday - Friday each week 

Half term is 26th - 30th October 


