
 

 

11th August 2019 
This summer we’re exploring our fourth value, ‘Courage’. As a framework to help us do this, on 
Sunday mornings we’re going to be following part of the story of the Israelites, exploring what it 
means to have the courage to follow God wherever He leads. In the newsletters each week we’ll 
be looking at the life of a different believer and their story of courage in the face of adversity.  
 
Rachel Scott 
 
In preparing this series of articles to run across the summer newsletters, there were various 
names that came to mind or I recalled from reading different books over the years. In considering 
which ones to reflect upon, one story that I came across and was reminded of was that of Rachel 
Scott. 
 
Rachel attended Columbine High School and was the first victim of the Columbine High School 
massacre on April 20th, 1999, in which 11 other students and a teacher were also murdered. At 
the time, it was the deadliest school shooting in United States history, with "Columbine" becoming 
a byword for a school shooting.  
 
Born in 1981, in Denver Colorado, Rachel was the third of five children born to Darrell and Beth. 
When she was younger her father was a pastor at a church in Lakewood Colorado, with the entire 
family being described as devout Christians, 
 
My guess is it would have been like every other Tuesday, as Rachel sat down to eat her lunch with 
her friend Richard Castaldo on the grass outside one of the entrances to the school. She was shot a 
total of four times, the final and fatal shot reportedly inflicted after she told telling her shooter she 
still believed in God. Castaldo was shot eight times and permanently paralysed from his injuries.  
 
There are many stories of believers from across the centuries who have shown great courage, to 
the point of death. The sad reality though is that there are many even today who will die for their 
faith and what they believe. The charity Open Doors works in over 60 countries seeking out and 
strengthening the persecuted church. On their website currently one story is of Abishek. ‘He trusts 
in Jesus’, it says, ‘therefore that makes him a threat, according to the Hindu extremist movement, 
which is aiming to wipe out non-Hindu religions in India by 2021.’ 
 
We may not be facing persecution as Abishek is and we may never be asked to defend our faith at 
gunpoint as Rachel Scott was. It's not about comparing ourselves to others, or feeling guilty as to 
how we think we ‘might’ respond if faced with similar circumstances. It is about every believer, 
every follower of Jesus, with God’s help and by the Power of his Holy Spirit, seeking the courage to 
live the life He has called us to live. 


