
 

 

 

 
Lets pray for Mark and Izzy 

(and their lovely children) 

following their marriage. 

May God bless them richly 

with all He has in store in 

the New Year. 

Churches Together have 

funded Advent Calendars 

which were given to all 

primary school children. Let 

us pray for these children 

and their families. 

The 6pm Encounter Gathering 

on Sunday 26th January will 

be Baptism Celebration. If you 

think this is something God is 

speaking to you about speak 

with Ed or Mark.  

PRAYER POINTERS 
BAPTISM CHILDREN PASTOR 

 

Christmas at 
BBC 

 

 

 

24th December 

8pm Communion. 
 

25th December 

10am Christmas 
Celebration. 

 

30th December 

10am Gathering with 
Francis Willoughby to 

celebrate his retirement. 

 

Each Christmas we find ourselves belting 
out the well known words of many carols. 
Even though they are only sung for a 
short time each year we seem to know 
them so well. Maybe not every word, but 
at least the tune and the first line, often 
much more than that. One carol I find 
most intriguing is In the bleak midwinter, 
based on a poem by the Christina 
Rossetti. Intriguing, some would say 
rather odd, in that the first verse 
apparently describes the physical 
circumstances of the birth of Jesus, where 
‘Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on 
snow’. Now according to one Israeli Tour 
company it is apparently possible to 
experience a white Christmas in 
Bethlehem. It is winter in Bethlehem, and 
although the weather gets cold and there 
is frost in the early morning, snow, if at all, 
is a light dusting at most. That all said, In 
the bleak midwinter was apparently 
named the best Christmas carol in a poll 
of some of the world's leading 
choirmasters and choral experts in 2008! 
  
I was reminded of the carol for two 
reasons. Firstly because for many amidst 
the hubbub, excitement, festivities and all 
that Christmas brings, there are those for 
whom this time of year could very easily 
be summed up through its title - its bleak. 
There are a whole number of reasons as 
to why this may be the reality for us right 
now. They may be reasons that others 
share and relate to, or they could be 
unique and personal to us alone. It may 
be because of things that we’ve done, or 
have happened to us, either through 
others actions or simply the challenges 
and trials life can set before us. It could be 
the short days, dreary weather and the 
sheer physical weariness of life. It could 
be one or more of many other things 
besides. 

Much as I like to try, I don’t believe it’s 
always about trying to fix problems and 
situations. This has been something of a 
personal lesson God has been especially 
teaching me about over the last two years 
what with everything Emma particularly 
has faced in regards to her mental health. 
Without a doubt we need to support, care 
for and practically help one another, 
especially those who are facing tough 
times. But I believe it is also about simply 
being there in the moment, standing with 
them and going “yeah this is rubbish isn’t 
it”, whilst remembering, and I quote our 
treasurer, “it hasn’t caught God out” and 
He is there in the midst of it too.  
  
The second reason that I was reminded of 
In the bleak midwinter was as the year 
comes to a conclusion, so will Francis 
Willoughby’s role as an Associate Minister 
here at the church. As we celebrate with 
him on Sunday the 30th, the last verse of 
the carol comes to mind. The question is 
posed in regards Jesus, ‘What can I give 
Him?’ Quite simply in Francis we have an 
example of someone who gave his life to 
the Lord many years ago and has since 
sought to serve Him with all his heart - as 
per the final line of the carol. 
 
Every year is eventful and the last 12 
months have been no different. As its 
signed off come midnight on the 31st, may 
we take a moment to thank God for His 
faithfulness through and above all things 
and may we prepare ourselves 
anticipating all that is to come and He has 
in store for us all in 2019. Thank you for 
your love, care, support, encouragement 
and for being on the journey thus far.   
 
Be blessed ~ Ed Jones. 

Family 

Carol Service 
4pm TODAY 

 

Carols, drama and 

fun for all ages 
 

There will be an 
opportunity for children 

and adults to dress up & 
take part in a nativity 

with a difference...  



Battle Baptist Church is part of Life with Hope 

Trust; registered charity 1134288, Mount Street, 

Battle,  

East Sussex TN33 0EG. 

• Website: www.battlebaptistchurch.org.uk  

• Telephone and answerphone                     

(01424) 774825 • Email: 

office@battlebaptistchurch.org.uk  

• Caterpillar Preschool direct telephone line: 

(01424) 774997.  

Church maintenance issues:  

zionpremisesteam@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER 
Christmas 2018 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHRISTMAS  
OFFERINGS 

Our offerings this year will go 

to help continue the funding 

of books (in Arabic) forthe 

Theological College in 

Nazareth . 

THE CHRISTMAS NATIVITY WITH A 
DIFFERENCE: as part of the family Carol 
Service on 23rd December at 4pm, there 
will be an opportunity for children and 
adults to dress up and be part of the 
nativity.  No rehearsals are necessary - 
just come.  
 
 

THE BBC 2019 CALENDAR: is here!  We 
have printed enough for everyone so 
please pick yours up.  To cover costs, for 
those who are able we are suggesting a 
donation of £4.   
 

FRANCIS & MARK: If you would like to 
contribute to a marriage gift for Mark & 
Izzy and a retirement gift for Francis 
please either make your donations to 
the church office or place in a clearly 
marked envelope in the collection. 

 

Emergencies over Christmas: please 
contact the Church Manager or Elders if 
there is anything that requires urgent 
attention over the Christmas holidays. 
 
 

BBFC:  2-minute speakers needed…. 
To give a Bible/Gospel talk to the BBFC 
1st team on Monday evenings at 
Claverham at 7.55 pm. The dates we 
need to fill are: 

28th January, 25th February & 25th March. 

For more details please speak to Andy 
Garlick. 

The Church Office would like to thank 
you for cards, biscuits, and especially 
chocolate received recently! 

CHURCH       
OFFICE 

The office is closed from 

midday 21st December 

until 9am on Wednesday 

2nd January. 

R.E.A.L. 
WOMEN 

What’s on this week 
Its holiday time until next year! 

 

Sunday, December 23rd.                              

 10.00am: Chapel Gathering.  11am: Refreshments in the 

Manna House.   4pm: Family Carol Service. 

 

Monday, December 24th.                              

 8.00pm: Communion in the Chapel 

 

Tuesday, December 25th.                              

 10.00am: Christmas Day Family Celebration in the Chapel. 

 

Sunday, December 30th.                              

 10.00am: Chapel Gathering to celebrate with Francis 

Willoughby his retirement! 

 

Wednesday 2nd January 2019.                              

 9.00am: Church office reopens after the holidays     

 

 

 

Thursday 3rd January 2019.                              

 9.00am: Caterpillar PreSchool first day of the new term after 

the holidays       

 

Friday 4th January 2019.                              

 7.30am: Early Morning Prayers in the Youth Room followed by 

a “do it yourself” breakfast.  10.30am: Coffee Club in the Youth 

Room  

 

Sunday, January 6th 2019.                              

  8am: Breakfast in the Manna House.    8.20am: Pre-meeting 

Prayers in the prayer room.  8.45am: Chapel Gathering with 

communion.  10am: Refreshments in the Manna House.  

10.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room.  10.45am: 

Chapel Gathering.   5-6pm: Youth Gathering in the Youth room 

  6pm: Encounter in the Chapel. 

 

Tuesday 8th January - 
REAL women coffee 

morning at Blackbrooks 
from 10am. 


