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A Midlands frog wished to fly south in search of a warmer pond. The 
frog persuaded two ducks to fly in parallel with a piece of string in 
their beaks whilst he gripped the string with his mouth.  

Flying over a Hertfordshire village, the threesome were a strange 
sight, and a little boy shouted, “Look — a flying frog! Who ever thought 
of that idea?”  

Puffing with pride, the frog started to reply “I diiiii . . .” — and fell to an un-
timely death, thus literally fulfilling Proverbs 16:18.  

The frog didn’t understand that whilst he’d had a good idea, he          certainly 
wasn’t any better than other frogs. Luke 18:9-14 wasn’t written with proud frogs, 
but proud people in mind. 

Lent is a season of spiritual preparation for Easter. This year it started on 
February 17th. The Bible doesn’t mention Lent, which is why there is no compulsion 
for Christians to observe it. However, many find it helpful to use Lent  as a time 
for self-examination. 

If the frog had known Proverbs 6:16, he might have noted that pride, which of-
ten shows itself in haughty looks and boastful speech, is distasteful to the Lord, 
and is an attitude that believers should avoid. Whilst there are many things we 
may be grateful for, let’s make sure that  our boasting is about what God has 
done in Christ to forgive us. All believers need constantly to approach God with 
humility and reverence, especially if they are leading others in worship or prayer. 

Pride is “lifting yourself up,” and is the oldest sin in the book. It was this atti-
tude which enabled Satan to try and lift himself above God (Isaiah 14:12-15). The 
same lie repeated to Adam and Eve (that they could be like gods if only they took 
the fruit) led to the spiritual ruin of  humanity, and caused the Son of God to leave 



Melvyn Nolan is preaching for Sedlescombe United Reformed Church this morning, and 
appreciates our prayers. •  
 

We’ve received “heartfelt thanks” from the Sussex Autistic Community Trust. “We 
were thrilled to received your donation of  thanking us for our gift of £416.64p.” (A re-
sult of our Drama Group’s “Christmas Cracker” evenings.)  
 

Until April we are unable to provide audio sermons or add to the stock of sermons on our 
website. Also, please note that the church office opening hours are normally 9am to 1pm 
weekdays. Andy, Dennis and Mary cannot always be there in the afternoons. •  
 

Hearty thanks to all who helped to make the Holiday at Home Reunion a success! To 
those who donated cakes and scones, and to those who taxied folk — well done! Your 
time and energy of were much appreciated.  
 

• This Thursday, February, 25th, 2 to 3pm: a little light gardening in the church 
grounds. Help appreciated.  

Heaven and become flesh in order to make possible the redemption of the human 
race. 

Today Satan may not tempt us to be like God, but he may tempt us with 
thoughts like, “I deserve better. The Lord ought to appreciate me more, after all 
I’ve done for the church.” Some Christians develop an      unhealthy tendency to 
worship at the altar of pride, and put people on pedestals, so we have “anointed 
Bible teachers,” “powerful worship      leaders,” “Right Reverends,” “the man of 
God for the hour,” and all the    celebrity clap-trap of the age creeping in. The 
fact is, Christians are at best unworthy servants following an extraordinary car-
penter from Nazareth. 

Expose and confess pride. It corrupts thoughts and motives, creates conten-
tion and destroy relationships (Proverbs 13:10). Christians are quick to condemn 
lifestyle sins such as drunkenness and adultery, but in Proverbs 6 it is pride which 
is first on the Lord’s list. Like the frog, you may have pride hidden in your heart. 
If so, like the frog you are destined  to fall because God resists the proud. 

Here’s a prayer you might like to use: Lord be merciful to me, a sinner. Help 
me to walk humbly before You, and show through my personal behaviour and 
witness that I serve a powerful and  gracious God who wants to give everlast-
ing life to others.  

Your friend and pastor, 

Dennis 



Baby and Toddler Group (Monday and Thursday), Caterpillar Preschool,Baby and Toddler Group (Monday and Thursday), Caterpillar Preschool,Baby and Toddler Group (Monday and Thursday), Caterpillar Preschool,Baby and Toddler Group (Monday and Thursday), Caterpillar Preschool,    
Prayer for Middle East and Israel (second and fourth Thursdays at 2pm),Prayer for Middle East and Israel (second and fourth Thursdays at 2pm),Prayer for Middle East and Israel (second and fourth Thursdays at 2pm),Prayer for Middle East and Israel (second and fourth Thursdays at 2pm),    

Thursday After School Club Thursday After School Club Thursday After School Club Thursday After School Club ———— all as usual, plus: all as usual, plus: all as usual, plus: all as usual, plus:    

Sunday, February 21st. Welcome to CHURCH TOGETHER at Claverham Commu-
nity College — our ONLY meeting today, celebrating our 230th Anniversary. 
 
Tuesday. 9am: Healing Prayer Group. At 10.30 the prayer-ministry team will be  
available for anyone who comes for personal prayer. • Twelve ’til One: Soup-and-roll 
lunch. • Tuesday Fellowship. Speaker: John and Anne Proctor. All are invited. 
 
Wednesday. 7.30am: Prayer led by Young People, followed by breakfast. • 7.30pm:  
Bible Study at The Manna House. All are welcome. 
 
Friday. 7am: Early Prayer at the Chapel, followed by a do-it-yourself breakfast.      
Everyone is welcome. • 9.15am: “Chatterbox” for parents, carers and young children. 
•  10.30am: Coffee Club. • 12.30pm: Lunch at the Manna for retired people. (Advance 
booking essential on 772192, weekdays between 6pm and 7pm.)  
 
Saturday.  For latest football fixtures, see our website. 
 
Sunday, February 28th. 9am: Chapel Meeting, plus Youth Group, Sunday Club and 
crèche. (Refreshments after.) • 10.30am: Meeting at Claverham (North Trade 
Road), plus Sunday Club and crèche. (Refreshments before.) • 4pm: Chapel  Meeting, 
plus Sunday Club and crèche. Come if you can. 

Friday, March 5th 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Women’s World Day of Prayer Women’s World Day of Prayer Women’s World Day of Prayer     

this year at St. Mary’s at 2pm. 
Focus: Republic of Cameroon. 

Speaker: 
Dorothy VaughanDorothy VaughanDorothy VaughanDorothy Vaughan 

former Member 
of Battle Baptist Church. 
Men are invited too!Men are invited too!Men are invited too!Men are invited too!    

A Lent Taizé EveningA Lent Taizé EveningA Lent Taizé EveningA Lent Taizé Evening    
will be held in the Roman Catholic Church  

on Monday, March 8th, at 7pm. All are invited 



Dennis Nolan (pastor); Francis Willoughby (associate minister); 

Our other elders: John Southam (church manager); 

Rob Duffill (treasurer); Andy and Jo Garlick. 

Contact details (church office number): (01424) 774825. 

At our recent Church Meeting it was reported that Rob Thomas and Bob Harper 
had stood down as deacons. Thank you, Bob and Ellis, and Rob and Ros, for your 
hard work in the Youth Congregation, and with Youth Clubs and Homegroups. •  
 

Revd. Fiona Gill is our guest preacher next Sunday, 28th, at 9am and 10.30am. •  
 

Men’s Breakfast: March 8th; 8 to 9.30 at The Manna House. £3 each. Theme: 
“Footballers Lives” (Interviews by Richard Asham.) Why not treat a guest? Pick up a 
booking-form today, and be sure to book early. 
 

Important telephone note. There are two telephone lines at the office for outgoing 
calls, and there is no way those ringing out know which line the automatic system 
chooses. When ringing into the office please always dial manually (0124) 774825. 
If you use the 1471 facility (or automatic or redial facility on your phone) your in-
coming call is likely to be diverted to (01424) 775875 — our fax machine — where it 
remains unanswered, and this is, of course, frustrating to all concerned. •  
 

Open Doors acknowledges with thanks a recent gift of £45.81, the result of a Tues-
day light lunch. 

Five terrorist cell groups have been operating in many of our churches. They 
have been identified as: Bin Sleepin, Bin Arguin, Bin Fightin, Bin Complainin, and 
Bin Missin.  

Their leader, Lucifer Bin Workin, trained these groups to destroy the Body of 
Christ. The plan is to come into the churches disguised as   Christians, and to work 
within to discourage, disrupt, and destroy. 

However, there have been reports of a sixth group: a tiny cell known by the name 
Bin Prayin is the only known effective counter-terrorism force in the churches. Unlike 
the terrorist cells, the Bin Prayin team does not blend in with whoever and whatever 
comes along. 

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and encourage the Body of Christ. We 
have noticed that the Bin Prayin groups have different characteristics than the others. 
They have Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin Fastin, and Bin Longin for their Master, Jesus 
Christ, to return.  

No church is exempt from terrorists. You can spot them if you’ve bin lookin and bin 
goin. 


