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Christmas means holiday for most.  Time with children, friends or tucked up with a 

good book, TV and some chocolates are an attractive way to spend the remaining 

days of 2009.  

A decade is ending, and what a decade! On January 1st 2000 the gloom-

mongers were proved wrong. Planes did not fall out of the sky. Computers did not 

crash, and chaos did not ensue. Back then I wish I’d bought lots of Euros at 62p 

each!  

£16,000 owed on the manse in 2000 was soon paid. A decade of Alpha courses 

has given the opportunity to introduce the Gospel to many. In 2000 we’d never 

heard of Wootten Basset, Battle Baptist Church Football Club or Wikipedia. We 

thought “Blu ray” was a fish. 

No one spotted September 11th 2001 coming. Apart from killing almost 3,000, 

a chain of events then was set in motion which affected Iraq, Afghanistan, Paki-

stan, Bali, Madrid, London and Mumbai. September 10th 2001 was the last day you 

didn’t need to arrive hours early for airport security checks. In 2002 our Bayeux 

Centre opened. Long planned, quickly built and now happily completely paid for, we 

can do things now which were only a dream 10 years ago. John Southam became 

Church manager. 

In 2003 with the Iraq invasion seeming likely I wrote “While 
the mass destruction of innocent people may rid the world of a 
tyrant I am unable to see how it will help the prospects of world 
peace. At a stroke it could transform millions of ordinary people 
from the Muslim world into  potential or actual terrorists.” In 
August 2003 we held a church meeting on Britain’s hottest ever 

day. 



2004 saw Concorde fly into history. The Boxing Day Tsunami took the lives of 

at least 260,000 people living round the Indian Ocean. We stood outside super-

markets collecting. Francis Willoughby joined us. BMS World Mission began broad-

casting in Arabic. The building fund debt was £24,000. 

In 2005 Andy Garlick joined our full-time team. We considered starting a Sun-

day afternoon congregation and spoke about aiming to have some sort of spiritual 

impact on 1,000 people a week. The 2012 Olympics were awarded to London. The 

9am service celebrated its 10th anniversary. 

May 2006 saw more than 100 members involved in Mission 2006. 2007 and 

2008 seemed to be a time when the church passed through choppy  waters, and 

sustained a new 4pm congregation. In May 2008 I wrote: “divisions between be-
lievers  both puzzle and hurt. We can be puzzled as to how these issues seemingly 
spring from nowhere. We can also be hurt when friends we love or admire seem 
impervious to our persuasion.” Hope ’08 gave the opportunity for joint prayer-
times with other local churches. The Summer Olympics visited Beijing and the au-

tumn produced the Northern Rock collapse. Until 2008 “prime” referred to num-

bers or a cut of meat, not to “sub prime” mortgages. 

In 2000 there were 180 church members. Today that’s 220. We have no debts, 

and a fresh building project in mind. God is good to us.  

A “noughties” law-change means that “Battle Baptist Church” will soon become 

“Life with Hope Trust,” a charitable company. We’ll still call     ourselves “Battle 

Baptist” and be what we have always been, a local    Baptist church committed to 
seeing the Gospel proclaimed and public  worship maintained in Battle. 

Thank you for being part of this church in 2009. Have a 
very happy Christmas and join us for worship in 2010 so that 
together we can “bring life to the heart of 1066 Country — 
and beyond.” 

Your friend and pastor, 

                   Dennis 

I will honour Christmas 
in my heart, and try to 
keep it all the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles Dickens — 
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Friday, Christmas Day 

10am: Family Praise. 
 
Sunday, December 27th at 4pm. Our ONLY meeting: a Testimony and 
Communion Service, when we shall give thanks to the Lord for another 

year; to be followed by a bring-and-share tea. Please bring scones, cakes 

and savouries. (NOT mince pies.) Jam and cream provided. 

 

Tuesdays. Healing Prayer Group BEGINS AGAIN ON JANUARY 5th at 
9am. • Twelve ’til One Soup-and-roll lunches begin again BEGIN AGAIN ON 

JANUARY. As numbers were lower last term we’ll review these after a 

month. We need about 35 each week to be viable. • Tuesday Fellowship BE-

GINS AGAIN ON JANUARY 5th. Speaker: John Southam. All are invited. 
 
Wednesdays. Kesher course BEGINS AGAIN ON JANUARY 6th at 
7.30pm. All are welcome. 
 
Fridays. Early Prayer at the Chapel BEGINS AGAIN ON JANUARY 15th 
at 7am, followed by a do-it-yourself breakfast. Come if you can. • 
“Chatterbox” for parents, carers and young children BEGINS AGAIN ON 

JANUARY 8th at 9.15am. • Coffee Club BEGINS AGAIN ON JANUARY 
8th at 10.30am. • Lunch at the Manna for    retired people BEGINS AGAIN 

ON JANUARY 8th at 12.30pm. (Advance booking essential on 772192, 
weekdays between 6pm and 7pm.) 

 

Sunday, January 3rd, 2010.  9am: Chapel Meeting, plus Youth Group, 
Sunday Club and crèche. (Refreshments after.) • 6.30. Youth Congregation 

at the Chapel. Everyone is invited. These are OUR ONLY MEETINGS today. 
 

Sunday, January 10th. 9am: Chapel Meeting, plus Youth Group, 
Sunday Club and crèche. (Refreshments after.) • 10.30am: Meeting 

at Claverham (North Trade Road), plus Sunday Club and crèche. 

(Refreshments before.) • 4pm: Chapel  Meeting, plus Sunday Club 

and crèche. Come if you can. • 6.30. Youth Congregation at the 
Chapel.  

 
 



Ralph and Carolyn Collins have just 
become grandparents. Our congratula-
tions to them and their whole family!  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Parent and Toddler Group begins 
again on Monday, Jan. 11th at 9.15am.  
 
We are invited to join Dennis this Tuesday, Dec. 29th, between 2pm and 
3pm (weather permitting) for some gentle weeding and tidying of the 

church gardens — followed by something warming!  

 

Please take a collection box for our new Building Fund. Even small change 
soon mounts up. God has provided miraculously for us in the past, and He 

will again, for His glory! 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

From December 25th to January 3rd the church office will be closed. Staff 

members Andy Garlick, Mary Jones, John Southam and Francis    Wil-
loughby will take annual leave. Urgent messages may be left on the answer-
phone of Dennis Nolan (01424) 772702, or John Southam (01424) 773494. 
Dennis is also covering for chaplaincy leave at the  Conquest in the week lead-
ing to New Year’s Day.  

 

Our next Weekly Bulletin will be published on Sunday, Jan 10th. 
 
 

Dennis Nolan (pastor); Francis Willoughby (associate minister); 
Our other elders: John Southam (church manager); 

Rob Duffill (treasurer); Andy and Jo Garlick; Derek White. 
Contact details (church office number): (01424) 774825. 

Everyone at the office 
wishes you  

a blessed Christmas 
and a happy New Year! 

Cheers to a new year 
and another opportunity 

to get it right!  
– Oprah Winfrey – 

THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEARTHOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEARTHOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEARTHOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR    

My history 
does not have to control 

my destiny! 


