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Read Luke 8:26-38 

 

“Why the Gerasenes - where are you going Jesus?! No self-respecting 

Jew travels over here, this place is unclean, it is full of people who don’t 

know God, and to make matters worse, there is a naked lunatic in the 

graveyard… wait a minute, he is coming this way!”  

 

The Gerasene region… who goes into places like this? Who walks 

towards the darkness, unafraid? The Light of the World - that is who. 

Who stops for the person who lives in a graveyard, is out of their mind 

and out of control, and whose lack of clothes would make many of us 

feel awkward at the least? Jesus Christ, the Saviour - that is who… 

Would we? 

 

Jesus wants to teach his disciples that no-one is beyond the mercy and 

healing of God; no place is too dark that the light of Christ cannot 

penetrate it. When Jesus steps into these places, evil loses it’s grip. That 

is why he calls the church to go into all the world. A people who will go 

where others will not, the culturally inappropriate places, the 

dangerous places. That is why he calls people who are willing to deny 

themselves, take up their cross and follow him; because this walk is 

going to involve risk and Jesus needs followers willing to lay down their 

lives if this world is going to experience the fierce, consuming, 

powerful, compassionate love of the Father. 

 

When we read a story like the one about the demon-possessed man in 

Luke 8, we can be intrigued by the many interesting features of the 

story and what they mean, but we can forget to apply it to our lives 

and maybe wonder what relevance it has for a modern day context. 

But the Gerasenes should be very familiar to us. A society who struggle 

to care for one another and treat this severely troubled and broken 

man like an animal - chained and tied up (Jesus, contrastingly, sets him 
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free). A society who even in the face of God himself, choose their 

economy (Jesus seems a threat to their way of life - look at what 

happened to their pigs, whatever next!), their independence, their 

‘freedom’ - even though really they are just as enslaved as the man 

among the tombs was, they just cannot see it. A society who can handle 

having a crazy person living in the graveyard - in fact this probably makes 

them think they are doing ok - but cannot handle meeting Jesus, he has 

to leave, his presence makes them too uncomfortable. A society who are 

often more concerned with economic prosperity than spiritual well-

being, wholeness and healing - we are not really interested in the miracle 

that has happened in this man’s life, we just care about our pigs. Sound 

familiar…?  

 

We have a responsibility to make sure the church looks radically different 

to this because it can sometimes look frighteningly similar. 

 

Jesus goes, but he leaves this man who has been set free and healed - 

who has come out of the tombs and is sat at Jesus’ feet, journeying from 

death to life. The presence of Jesus remains in his follower and so the 

work of Christ is not finished in the Gerasenes. Nor is it finished in our 

society - Jesus has empowered a community of disciples here as a 

powerful testimony to the saving grace of God, and to share his gospel. 

And there are people in our community who are crying out for the 

freedom God brings - let’s meet with them. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

Mark Hirst   

  Melvyn is preaching at Ashburnham Chapel this evening, please pray 

for him.   We are celebrating Christopher Corin’s 90th birthday next 

Sunday between services.  Please join us for cake and refreshments from 

10am.   Our next Church meeting is 17th July at 7.30pm.  Please join us 

if you are able.    There will be a thanksgiving service here, on 

Wednesday 12th July at midday for the life of Helena Keen.  Dennis 

is preaching at Uckfield today and appreciates our prayers.  The 

Friday Lunch Club has given £500 to the Grenfell fire appeal.  



Caterpillar Preschool (Monday to Friday) and Caterpillar Crew (Monday to Friday) plus;   

Sunday, July 9th.  8am Breakfast in the Manna House.  8.20am: 

Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room.  8.45am Chapel 

Gathering and communion plus Youth Group.   10am 

Refreshments in the Manna House.  10.20am: Pre-meeting 

Prayers in the prayer room.  10.45am Chapel Gathering.   5pm 

Informal Worship with Youth Group.  Refreshments from 4.30pm and 

after the service.  
 

Monday, July 10th.  9.15-11:45am Caterpillars Parent and Toddler 

Group.  7.45pm: Elders meeting.   
 

Tuesday, July 11th.  9.15-11am Caterpillars Explorers Parent and 

Toddler Group.  9.15am: Prayer-for-Healing Group (prayer room). 

At 10.45am there will be prayer for all who come.   2pm: Tuesday 

Fellowship, Speaker: The Gideons.  

 

Wednesday, July 12th.    6.30-8.30pm: BBFC training Claverham 

field. 7pm: Battle Baptist Runners meet at the church.  
 

Thursday, July 13th.   9.15-11:45am: Caterpillars Parent and 

Toddler Group.  

 

Friday, July 14th.  7.30am: Early Morning Prayers in the Youth 

Room followed by a ‘do it yourself’ breakfast.  9.15am Chatterbox 

for mums, dads and carers (upstairs).  10.45am: Coffee Club in the 

Youth Room.  

 

Sunday, July 16th.  8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 

8.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room.  8.45am Chapel 

Gathering plus Youth Group.   10am Refreshments in the Manna 

House.  10.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 

10.45am Chapel Gathering and communion.   5pm Informal 

Worship with Youth Group.  Refreshments from 4.30pm and after the 

service.  



17th July Church Meeting 

25th-29th August Soul Survivor 

 

 3rd September BBB10k run 

 

Church maintenance issues: zionpremisesteam@gmail.com 
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Telephone and answerphone (01424) 774825 • Email: office@battlebaptistchurch.org.uk • 

Caterpillar Preschool direct telephone line: (01424) 774997.  

Ed Jones (Pastor) Francis Willoughby and Mark Hirst (Associate Pastors).          

Our other elders: John Southam (Church Manager); Rob Duffill (Treasurer); Andy 

and Jo Garlick; Ben Garlick. 

 

 Pray for Claire Grimble as she studies in the UK for a Masters.  Pray 

that God would clearly direct her future plans.    

 Pray for those leaving Caterpillar pre-school.  Thank God for their 

time here, and pray that God would help them settle into school.   

 Thank God for the men’s ministry at BBC.  Pray that the men in 

this church would grow in their faith and that God would draw 

others to Him through the ministry.  


