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Have you ever found yourself in one of those moments, you've dialed the number, 
you've counted the rings, you've heard the 'click' as they've cease and your call 
has been answered, or so you think. What has actually happened is you've been 
placed in a queue and until someone is free to speak with you, you'll quite likely be 
listening periodically to those eight little words Please hold, your call is important to 
us. 
 

Do we ever feel that it's a bit like that with God? That we're in some kind of call-
waiting prayer queue and that he'll get to us when he's through with 'another 
caller'? Likewise are we then surprised sometimes when God speaks? Are we 
taken aback as He gives us words, pictures and scriptures as we go through life? 
Are we thrown slightly when our cries for a response are met with a clear answer, 
whether to guide, challenge, nurture or simply encourage us on our way?  
 

There are various issues we may face when we consider prayer, talking with God, 
the seeking of development and growth in terms of our relationship with Him: 

We don't hear anything - why is God not speaking to me? 
We do hear something - what do I do with it now, how do I know it is from 

God? 
 

Further more, many sadly fail to even pick up the proverbial phone and talk with 
God in the first place, engaging in prayer, communicating with their Heavenly 
Father, their creator, their Lord and their King. 
 

If we don't feel like we're hearing anything from God, we mustn't give up. We need 
to press on, not back down, gathering with others to pray together, whether that be 
an organised meeting or not. Standing with others in their perceived silence is part 
of what being the body of Christ is all about. 
 

If we believe God says something to us (maybe we're not sure whether it's from 
God or not), then we need to share it, offer it, bringing it to one of the church 
leaders for example. This will enable the weighing of it, to sense whether it could 
be what God has put before you personally or for us as a church at this time.  
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As we continue to kick start this year with an intensive focus on prayer 
throughout January, God is speaking. At the various gatherings both on Sundays 
and midweek and at other times as well, there have been number of different 
things that God seems to be saying. We are currently drawing these together so 
we can both not lose sight of what God may be setting before us, but also so we 
can discern what he may or may not be saying. 
 

Wherever we may find ourselves in life at the moment, however close to God or 
not, I want to encourage you, let's resolve to press forward, each day seeking 
God afresh and the ability to fulfil the purposes He has for us all. 
 

Your friend and pastor 
 

Ed Jones 

There are many opportunities to meet together to pray this week. We 

encourage you to join in any of the prayer gatherings highlighted in “What’s 

on this week”.  Our third prayer and praise evening is this Thursday 

from 7.30pm. It is a great opportunity to gather together to pray and 

worship God. Everyone is welcome.  Chris Williams has accepted a new 

job in Eastbourne as a chef in a large care home. He says “This is the answer 

to many prayers over many months by many of you. It has been a long and 

at times a dark time. I want to thank all those who have prayed for me over 

that time. I know many of you, but I am sure there are those I am not aware 

of. It has been so reassuring and such a blessing to know people have been 

praying for me even when I have not been in acceptance of it. Thank you.”    

The funeral of Peter Dryden will take place at 1pm on Friday 3rd 

February at Eastbourne Crematorium, Main Chapel. Peter was a member 

with us for several years until ill health prevented him from attending.  

The Christmas offering raised £2209.33 which will be split between The 

Parchment Trust and RCO Ministries in the Holy Land. Children’s 

Hospice Care thank Caterpillar Parent & Toddler Group for the recent 

donation of £107.50. An exciting new Alpha course begins at the end of 

February. There will be two separate groups (Thursday evenings & Fridays 

mornings) covering the same material and running for 5 weeks. Please 

prayerfully consider who you would like to invite and use the postcards as 

invitations. Please speak to Pat if you can help with a crèche on any or all of 

Continued on the back . . . 



Caterpillar Preschool (Monday to Friday) and Caterpillar Crew (Monday to Friday) plus;   

Sunday, January 22nd. 8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 

8.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 8.45am 

Chapel Gathering plus Creche and Youth Group.   10am 

Refreshments in the Manna House.  10.20am: Pre-meeting 

Prayers in the prayer room. 10.45am Chapel Gathering plus 

Sunday Club and Creche. 5pm Informal Worship and communion in 

the Chapel with Creche, Sunday Club and Youth Group. Refreshments from 

4.30pm and after the service.   
 

Monday, January 23rd. 9.15-11:45am Caterpillars Parent and 

Toddler Group.  10am: Office Team Prayer in the Youth Room.  

7.45pm Elders & Deacons meeting in the Youth Room. 
 

Tuesday, January 24th. 9.15-11am Caterpillar Explorers Parent 

and Toddler Group. 9.15am: Prayer-for-Healing Group (prayer 

room). At 10.45am there will be prayer for all who come. 10am: Office 

Team Prayer in the Youth Room. 2pm: Tuesday Fellowship. 

Speaker: Ed Jones.  
 

Wednesday, January 25th. 10am: Office Team Prayer in the 

Youth Room. 5-6pm: BBFC Youth training. 6pm: BBFC training at 

Claverham 3g. 7pm: Battle Baptist Runners meet at the church.  
 

Thursday, January 26th. 9.15-11:45am Caterpillars Parent and 

Toddler Group. 10am: Office Team Prayer in the Youth Room.  

7.30-9pm: Prayer & Praise in the chapel.  
 

Friday, January 27th. 7.30am: Early Morning Prayer in the 

Youth Room followed by a ‘do it yourself’ breakfast. 10am: Office 

Team Prayer in the Youth Room. 9.15am Chatterbox for mums, 

dads and carers (upstairs).  10.30am: Coffee Club (upstairs). 

12.30pm: Lunch at The Manna House for retired people. (Advance booking 

essential on 772192, weekdays between 6pm and 7pm.) 
 

Sunday, January 29th. 8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 

8.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 8.45am 

Chapel Gathering plus Creche and Youth Group.   10am 

Refreshments in the Manna House.  10.20am: Pre-meeting 

Prayers in the prayer room. 10.45am Chapel Gathering plus 

Sunday Club and Creche. 5pm Informal Worship in the Chapel with 

Creche, Sunday Club and Youth Group. Refreshments from 4.30pm and after 

the service.   
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Caterpillar Preschool direct telephone line: (01424) 774997.  

Ed Jones (Pastor) Francis Willoughby and Mark Hirst (Associate Pastors).          

Our other elders: John Southam (Church Manager); Rob Duffill (Treasurer); Andy 

and Jo Garlick; Ben Garlick. 

 Thank God for the money given for the Christmas offering. Pray for the 
Parchment Trust and those within this fellowship involved there. Pray also 
for RCO ministries especially for Pastor Munir as he leads and preaches in 
the local churches.  

 Pray for Alpha in February. Pray that God would be preparing hearts and 
that lives would be changed through the course. Pray that God would give 
each of us boldness to invite people to attend.  

 Thank God for the links we have with Saxonwood Care Home. Ask God for  
opportunities to share God’s love with the residents and staff. 

 7.30-9pm: 2nd & 7th February Church Presentation Meetings 

 7.30-9pm: 21st February Ordinary Church Meeting 

 7.30-9pm: 2nd May Church AGM  

the Friday mornings.    Why not consider coming along to Early 

Morning Prayers on Friday mornings from 7.30am. A ’do it yourself’ 

breakfast is on offer afterwards. February to April ‘Word for the 

Day’ are now available for collection. Ed is preaching at Trinity 

Baptist Church in London today. Please pray for him.   

Watch this space! 

Details in next week’s newsletter of a 
church half night of prayer and 

praise on Tuesday 31st January 2017  
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