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So seemingly from nowhere once again, that most awesome time of year, that 
mix of high and low emotions, that moment of gut-wrenching sadness, yet also 
ultimate celebration, that opportunity to pause and reflect on the sheer 
immenseness and extreme magnitude of God's love...is here! 
 
Indeed like a highly trained stealth ninja, Easter is upon us. An odd description 
perhaps, but if you think about it the two big celebrations in the life of the 
church, are Christmas and Easter. Christmas seems to appear on the horizon 
whilst we're still all enjoying the summer sun. Yet Easter seems to come out of 
nowhere. Once we have waved the festive season goodbye, there is 
Valentine's Day, then Mother's Day and before you know it, even with the 
reminder of Lent, there's that flurry of excitement as Holy Week is upon us and 
unfolding. What is more, in some respects blink and you miss it, because as 
stealth like as it can appear, Easter is seemingly gone before you know it. 
 
On my recent trip to Israel, it was interesting in chatting with the Kakish's, to 
discover that for them in many ways it is the other way around. For them the 
celebration of Easter is so much bigger that Christmas. Yes they obviously 
celebrate Christmas, but it is at Easter that everything gets turned up to 
eleven! Why not, I would say, Christmas is essential in that it is when we 
remember how God sent His Son to earth as a baby so we could ultimately 
know Him again. Easter though is when we remember the reason for Jesus' 
coming and the power in how He demonstrated God's love for us. As 1 John 
3:16 reminds us: 
 

This is how we know what love is:  
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

 
He laid his life down for us, for you and for me, so we could know God. Words 
so easily read, yet packed with a level of power and an impact that we can't 
begin to actually comprehend! Sadly, I don't believe Adam and Eve's desire to 
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do their own thing, of disobeying God and thinking they knew best came as 
any kind of a shock.  
 
The love God has for us is so vast, so deep, so all consuming that Jesus' 
coming to earth wasn't some plan (b) to try and save face and keep everything 
on an even keel. God chose to step into the breach, reach into the gutter and 
save us, by giving up his own Son, Jesus Christ, because we are His and 
created to know Him - end of story. What good loving father, wouldn't give up 
everything for their child. 
 
However we might have found ourselves arriving at this momentous moment in 
2017, when we once again turn our minds to that wooden cross and that empty 
tomb, all in a rush or completely calm and serene. May the truth of the eternal 
love that God has for us hit us afresh. May it affect us in a new and powerful 
way. May we seek to live in the light of it, sharing the joy of it and declaring the 
life changing reality of it! 

 
Your friend and pastor 

 

Ed Jones 

Everyone is warmly welcome to enjoy a bluebell walk on Saturday 

22nd April, midday onwards (short/medium/long walks available). Starting 

from Gillian Scollay’s house: 9 Fieldway, Broad Oak , Brede, TN31 6DL

(bluebells are adjacent to garden). There will be a BBQ or buffet (depending 

on the weather) and donations will be welcomed towards Battle Baptist 

Church’s outreach to refugees. Start training now for the BBB10k 

Sunday 3rd September. From this Wednesday Battle Baptist Runners 

will be completing a gentle couch to 5k programme and then progressing to 

10k for those who wish to continue. This programme is suitable for people 

who have little or no running experience. For more details contact Esther on 

07892 877405. This Thursday 20th April at 1.15pm there will be a 

service at Hastings Crematorium followed by a thanksgiving service at 

2.30pm, here for the life of Colin Beadle.  Next Sunday at 5pm we are 

baptising Kimberly Jones at 5pm. Please be there to support, encourage 

and pray for her.  May to July Word For The Day are available for 

collection.  Please pray for Melvyn who is preaching at Alton Baptist 

Church today.  Two single beds looking for a good home—speak with Rob 

or Shelagh Duffill for details. 



Caterpillar Preschool (Tuesday to Friday) and Caterpillar Crew (Tuesday to Friday) plus;   

Easter Sunday, April 16th. 8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 

8.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 8.45am Chapel 

Gathering plus Youth Group.  10am Refreshments in the Manna 

House.  10.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 

10.45am Chapel Gathering plus Sunday Club and Creche.  5pm 

Informal Worship in the Chapel with Creche, Sunday Club and Youth 

Group. Refreshments from 4.30pm and after the service.   
 

Tuesday, April 18th. 9.15am: Prayer-for-Healing Group (prayer 

room). At 10.45am there will be prayer for all who come.  2pm: 

Tuesday Fellowship at Penhurst Place (meet at the church).  
 

Wednesday, April 19th.  10.30-1.30pm: Games Emporium, £1, 

refreshments provided. 5-6pm: BBFC Youth training. 6pm: 

BBFC training at Claverham 3g. 7pm: Battle Baptist Runners 

meet at the church.  
 

Thursday, April 20th.  9.15-11:45am Caterpillars Parent and 

Toddler Group. 2.30pm: Thanksgiving Service for Colin Beadle (this 

follows a service at Hastings Crematorium.  
 

Friday, April 21st. 7.30am: Early Morning Prayer in the Youth 

Room followed by a ‘do it yourself’ breakfast. 9.15am Chatterbox for 

mums, dads and carers (upstairs). 10.45am: Coffee Club (upstairs).   

12.30pm: Friday Lunch Club for retired people. (Advance booking 

essential on 772192, weekdays between 6pm and 7pm.) 3.30-5pm: 

After School Club.   
 

Sunday, April 23rd. 8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 

8.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 8.45am Chapel 

Gathering plus Youth Group.  10am Refreshments in the Manna 

House.  10.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 

10.45am Chapel Gathering plus Sunday Club and Creche.  5pm 

Informal Worship & Baptism in the Chapel with Creche, Sunday Club 

and Youth Group. Refreshments from 4.30pm and after the service.   
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Caterpillar Preschool direct telephone line: (01424) 774997.  

Ed Jones (Pastor) Francis Willoughby and Mark Hirst (Associate Pastors).          

Our other elders: John Southam (Church Manager); Rob Duffill (Treasurer); Andy 

and Jo Garlick; Ben Garlick. 

 

 Pray for BBFC as they work with the town council and Sussex FA to  
improve conditions at the Rec. Pray for a manager for the youth team.  

 Thank God for those who work to maintain the building and grounds 
here. Pray for their safety and pray that they would be aware of the 
presence of God.  

 Thank God for the elders and deacons. Pray that God would renew their 
minds daily, that they would have an increasing awareness of the will 
of God and an awareness of all that is good, acceptable and perfect.   

7.30-9pm: 2nd May Church AGM  

13th May Men’s walk and 

breakfast at Alexandra Park. 

20th May Ladies breakfast 

7th-9th July SOLID 

25th –29th August Soul Survivor  

A prayer for Easter 
 
Would we be counted 
among the doubters 
hiding in the shadow 
cast by that cruel cross? 
Or, when challenged, 
like Peter 
openly deny you? 
There are times, Lord 
when doubts assail  
and the distance between us 
seems to increase. 

There are times, Lord 
when sin has its hold, 
like a barrier between us 
that will not move. 
Who is there we can turn to 
when we feel so overwhelmed? 
Who can roll away the stone 
and reveal the empty tomb? 
No-one but you, Jesus, 
no-one but you! 
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