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In 3 Sundays time (June 4th) we will be gathering as churches together in Battle - 
Anglican, Catholic, Methodist, Baptist - to celebrate Pentecost together. We do this in 
response to God’s call for us to be one body in Christ, united by the Holy Spirit. This 
was the focus of Jesus’ prayer to the Father - for us - in John 17 before he went to the 
cross: 
 

20 ‘My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one – 23 I in them and you in me – so that they may be brought to complete unity. 
Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 
 
Jesus died so that we may be one with God and one with each other; that through 
unity we would be living proof that the Father sent the Son and loves the world. So 
why - many people ask - do we have so many denominations? At times some 
Christians even stand in judgment over the church for having different denominations 
and this can rather oddly lead to them not being committed to any particular 
fellowship (the opposite spirit to that prayed by Christ). Whilst it is true that 
denominations have often formed through division, it is equally true that fresh moves 
of God have birthed new church movements which have led to the Kingdom of God 
advancing. The multiplicity of different denominations in different cultures all over 
the world reflects the fact that we aren't given one ‘correct’ model for church in the 
New Testament, but that loving God and loving our neighbour can take a number of 
forms. Far from being negative, this says something of the vibrancy, the creativity, the 
beauty, the majesty, the dynamic nature, of the God we worship (and in whose image 
we have been created); His love cannot possibly be encapsulated by any one group. 
 

continues . . . 
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What is important, however, is that in all our diversity, and at times disagreement, we 
are still one family - that we maintain the unity of the Spirit and the bonds of peace. This 
is not only important in our particular church family but also across the churches, 
otherwise the mission of God is undermined from within because God’s Kingdom and 
love are not visible among his people. This is why Jesus prayed that we would be one. 
And whilst we normally look to Jesus to answer our prayers, rather excitingly, every 
Sunday as we gather to worship with believers we get to be part of answering Jesus’ 
prayer - our gathered worship reflects the heart of God. This is especially true as we 
gather together on Pentecost with the other churches in Battle; we know that this is 
where God bestows his blessing (Psalm 133). 
 

Jesus’ prayer in John 17 tells us that the church united brings hope to a disparate and 
fractured world. The world needs to see that peace is possible, unity is possible, healing 
and forgiveness are possible; that love - real, sacrificial, enduring, faithful love - is 
possible. They need to see the new creation in the church and realise a different reality 
is possible because the Father loved the world so much that he sent his one and only 
Son. 
 

Let’s take every opportunity to gather together and demonstrate the power of the 
gospel, every Sunday and especially this Pentecost. Not just for our sake, but for the 
sake of the world and the glory of God. 
 

Your servant in Christ, 
 

Mark Hirst   

Last chance, today to book for the ladies’ breakfast on 20th May. 

BBFC are in the Christian Cup Final on the 20th May at Charlton 

Athletic Football ground. If you would like a ticket and a place on one of the 

coaches please let the office know. The coaches leave the car park at 

Jempsons at 2.45pm. The coach is free to church supporters (a small 

donation is always welcome), but BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW. Tickets on 

the gate will be £10 (£5 concessions) to all. The next prayer and praise 

evening will be on Monday 5th June at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome.  

Dennis is preaching at Pevensey Bay Baptist Church today. Please pray for 

him. Final payments for Soul Survivor are due by the 31st May.  
 

Pentecost Praise: Sunday 4th June 2017 6pm at The Emmanuel 
Centre followed by refreshments and fellowship  



Caterpillar Preschool (Monday to Friday) and Caterpillar Crew (Monday to Friday) plus;   

Sunday, May 14th. 8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 8.20am: 

Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 8.45am Chapel Gathering 

plus Youth Group.  10am Refreshments in the Manna House. 

10.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 10.45am Chapel 

Gathering & communion with Creche & Sunday Club.  5pm Informal 

Worship in the Chapel with Creche, Sunday Club and Youth Group. 

Refreshments from 4.30pm and after the service.   
 

Monday, May 15th. 9.15-11:45am Caterpillars Parent and Toddler 

Group.  7.45pm: Elders and Deacons meeting. 
 

Tuesday, May 16th. 9.15-11am Caterpillars Explorers Parent and 

Toddler Group. 9.15am: Prayer-for-Healing Group (prayer room). At 

10.45am there will be prayer for all who come.   2pm: Tuesday 

Fellowship, Speaker: Fiona Gill.   
 

Wednesday, May 17th.  10.30-1.30pm: Games Emporium in the 

Manna House. Refreshments provided. £1. 5.15-6.15pm: BBFC Youth 

training at the Rec. 6.30pm: BBFC training at the Rec. 7pm: Battle 

Baptist Runners meet at the church.  
 

Thursday, May 18th.  9.15-11:45am: Caterpillars Parent and Toddler 

Group.  
 

Friday, May 19th. 7.30am: Early Morning Prayer in the Youth Room 

followed by a ‘do it yourself’ breakfast. 9.15am Chatterbox for mums, 

dads and carers (upstairs) & Friday Alpha. 10.45am: Coffee Club 

(upstairs).    12.30pm: Friday Lunch Club for retired people. (Advance 

booking essential on 772192, weekdays between 6pm and 7pm.) 

3.30-5pm: After School Club.  7-9pm: 4:12.   
 

Saturday, May 20th. 8.30am Ladies breakfast in the Manna House.  

2.45pm: Coaches depart from the car park at Jempsons, for the Christian 

Cup Final at Charlton Athletic Football Club.   
 

Sunday, May 21st. 8am Breakfast in the Manna House. 8.20am: 

Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 8.45am Chapel Gathering 

plus Youth Group.  10am Refreshments in the Manna House. 

10.20am: Pre-meeting Prayers in the prayer room. 10.45am Chapel 

Gathering with Creche & Sunday Club.  5pm Informal Worship in the 

Chapel with Creche, Sunday Club and Youth Group. Refreshments from 

4.30pm and after the service.   



Church maintenance issues: zionpremisesteam@gmail.com 
Battle Baptist Church is part of Life with Hope Trust; registered charity 1134288, Mount 

Street, Battle, East Sussex TN33 0EG.• Website: www.battlebaptistchurch.org.uk • 

Telephone and answerphone (01424) 774825 • Email: office@battlebaptistchurch.org.uk • 

Caterpillar Preschool direct telephone line: (01424) 774997.  

Ed Jones (Pastor) Francis Willoughby and Mark Hirst (Associate Pastors).          

Our other elders: John Southam (Church Manager); Rob Duffill (Treasurer); Andy 

and Jo Garlick; Ben Garlick. 

 

 Thank God for the people from the church and outside the church who 
are going to support BBFC next Saturday at the Christian Cup Final. 
Pray that we would be a good witness.   

 Pray our outreach to children and young people. Thank God for the 
experience and skills of those who serve in this area. Ask God to 
increase the harvest.  

 Pray for the elders and deacons that God would fill them with the 
knowledge of His will and that He would protect them and their families 
in the shelter of His wings.  

20th May Ladies breakfast 

5th June 7.30pm: Prayer and 

Praise 

 

7th-9th July SOLID children’s camp. 

25th –29th August Soul Survivor  

AGM Ballot Outcomes 
 

The following nominations were supported at the meeting on 2nd May: 
 

Life with Hope trustees - Jenny Dudgeon & Peter Woodcraft  
 

Elders - Jo Garlick & Rob Duffill 
 

Caterpillar pre-school trustees - Glenys Cornwell, Charles Dunn, 
Jenny Dudgeon, Ed Jones, Pat Nolan & John Southam 

 

Church Treasurer - Rob Duffill 
 

Part time Caterpillar pre-school support worker - over 50% of the 
votes were in support 

 

Deacons - it was agreed to extend the term of office from one to two 
years and that the existing deacons would serve until the end of 2017.  


