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Battle Baptist Church 
 

Battle Baptist Church began in 1780. Since then it has maintained worship and 

witness to local people in Battle and the surrounding area. Following changes in the 

way charities in Britain operate Battle Baptist Church has become a charitable 

company limited by guarantee, “The Life with Hope Trust.” The Trustees are 

elected by church members and have legal responsibility for all the church does but 

day to day management of church matters is delegated to elders and deacons who 

are also elected by church members. 
 

The Life with Hope Trust is governed by a legal document called  

“The Memorandum and Articles of Association of Life with Hope Trust”  

You can access this on our website www.battlebaptistchurch.org.uk and then by 

selecting from the menu bar Resources/Documents.  
 

Battle Baptist Church comprises two charities consisting of the: 

Life with Hope Trust. This deals with staffing and all church activities 

except Caterpillar Club.  

Caterpillar Pre-school of Battle Baptist Church. This employs pre-

school staff and administers pre-school funds. Its Trustees are elected 

by church members 
 

The Church premises in Mount Street and the Church Manse are held on trust by a 

third charity, the Baptist Union Corporation. 

Each local Baptist Church is self-governing but a church cannot take any action 

which contravenes their governing documents or property deeds. Church 

organisations are required to operate under all legislation governing charities, 

including Health and Safety Legislation, the Children’s Act and the Baptist Union’s 

“Safe to Grow” child protection policy.  

 

Battle Baptist Church welcomes new members 

and we hope that, as you read this document, you 

will find out what Battle Baptist Church is all 

about and that you will want to become a part of 

its on-going story. 
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We expect the church to continue growing as many local people need to come to 

faith in Jesus. We want Battle Baptist Church to feel like a spiritual home to its 

members whether they attend meetings at Zion Chapel, Claverham Community 

College or in a homegroup. We are committed to fellowship and building close 

relationships with one another. This is why belonging to mid-week small groups is 

also such an important part of church life. 
 

2 Our Style and Core values 

Church Style 

Battle Baptist Church is a part of what God is doing in East Sussex and every 

local church has its own vision and style. We have a vision statement which is 

regularly updated as agreed in church members’ meetings. 
 

Our style is that we take the Bible seriously. We are open 

to God working in our lives and in our meetings, and that 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit we read of in the Bible still 

operate today. We believe that members of the church 

should pray, support, help and give in a variety of ways to 

see local people reached with the saving gospel of Christ. 

Our core values are outlined beneath and we would 

encourage members to live by these values in their attitudes words and actions. 

Together we need to avoid criticising one another as ultimately this will only lead 

to division. To the best of our ability we will treat one another with respect and 

dignity. 
 

To be fully effective for Christ, the church needs members to be committed to 

playing a full role in church life, as far as they are able to do so. We therefore 

strongly encourage members to aspire to and demonstrate the core values set 

out below. We hope that members will feel they are able to support the church 

by their attitudes, words and actions.  
 

The Lord has given us the vision to have meaningful spiritual contact with 1000 

people each week by 2020.  A copy of our 

“Towards 2020 Vision” is in your 

membership application pack. It sets out 

6 BAYEUX principles, which summarise 

what the church is all about and also the 

actions that we need to take to fulfil the 

vision. We encourage you to read it to 

Battle Baptist Church 
“Bringing Life to the Heart of 1066 country, and beyond.” 

B A Y E U X 
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begin to understand some of our heart for seeing the purposes of God achieved 

through the ministry of this church. We hope you will you feel at home here and 

can work with, and be part of, the developing vision of Battle Baptist Church in 

the 21st century.  
 

Core values 

Our core values express the responsibilities and privileges of membership as 

follows: 

1. Membership of Battle Baptist Church is open to those who accept and 

believe in the Beliefs of the Church set out in paragraph 3 of this 

document. On a confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, those wishing 

to become members will be encouraged to be baptised by immersion. 

Membership is re-affirmed annually. 
 

2. Church Members are encouraged to be regular at the 

celebrations of the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Table is open to 

all Christian people who may be present when the ordinance is 

administered. 
 

3. Church Members are encouraged to get to know other members so that 

wherever possible we may express our sympathy with one another in times 

of stress or trial or sorrow, and in all ways attempt to fulfil the law of 

Christ in carrying one another’s burdens.  Please let the pastor(s) or elders 

know if there are cases of sickness or distress among the members. 
 

4. Church Members will watch over one another according to Scripture. Sadly 

there may be times when members are involved in serious lapses of moral 

standards which clearly contravene biblical teaching - for example lying, 

stealing, violence, drunkenness and sexual immorality. We will watch over 

each other and address such behaviour so as to encourage one another in 

the development of our Christian faith. Where repentance is sincere no 

further action will be taken. Should such behaviour persist the matter will 

be brought to the attention of a church meeting where the person’s 

membership may be withdrawn. The purpose of church discipline is two fold: 

firstly there is a hope that the action will enable the person to come to 

genuine repentance; and secondly the action is a protection for the rest of 

the church. 
 

5. Church Members will meet together on Sundays and in homegroups, as they 

may have opportunity. We will stir up each other to love and good works; 

endeavouring by all means to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.  
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6. Church Members will meet together in Church Members’ meetings under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit and under the Lordship of Christ to discern the 

mind of Christ in the affairs of the Church.  
 

7. Church Members will walk together in humility and love. We will pray for one 

another, for the prosperity of the church, and for the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit of God, which will lead to conversions and growth in 

grace. Church Members will not disclose to non-church 

members confidential information of which we may become 

aware through our attendance at church meetings or other 

involvement in the local church. 
 

8. Church Members have a responsibility to support financially the work of the 

Church, including those who live at too great a distance to regularly unite with 

Church Members for worship. Members are encouraged to consider 

the merits of tithing.  Offerings in public services will or will not be 

taken up at the senior pastor’s discretion. 
 

9. If there are differences that lead to difficulties between 

Church Members (and it is recognised that these will sometimes 

arise), each Church Member should try to resolve the situation 

with gentleness and humility following Christian and Biblical 

principles.   It may be necessary for another wise and 

experienced Church Member (or if invited a member of a 

neighbouring church or representative of the local Baptist 

Association) to act as mediator or friend to those seeking to 

achieve reconciliation. 
 

10. Prospective members will have been regular in attendance at worship meetings 

at Battle Baptist Church for at least six months. They are normally expected 

to attend a discipleship course, which usually operates on one night a week over 

several weeks. In addition, Church Members may be invited to attend deacons’ 

or elders’ meetings from time to time when matters concerning them may 

arise. 
 

3 Beliefs of Battle Baptist Church 

For the beliefs that Battle Baptist Church subscribes to, please read parts 3.2.1 to 

3.2.3 of the Memorandum of Association for the Life with Hope Trust (see the link 

above). 
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